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While the contest was being waged with great
energy and enormous publicity in South Paddington,
preparations were being made for the Conservative
meeting on the 30th of October. When the day for
the meeting arrived, it was soon discovered that, in
spite of an undercurrent of deep and genuine dis-
satisfaction with Mr. Baldwin's Leadership, for the
two reasons stated above the opposition was not
likely to shake Mr. Baldwin very severely. So it
turned out, for when the division was taken after the
debate on a motion of confidence in Mr. Baldwin's
leadership, Mr. Baldwin was confirmed in his position
by a majority of 462 to 116. There can be no doubt
that a considerable part of Mr. Baldwin's success was
due to the fact that none of his colleagues would put
themselves up, or suffer themselves to be put up, in
opposition to him in the Leadership.

The rejoicing of official Conservatives over this
victory was short lived, for on the following day the
result of the Paddington poll was declared, and with
it the news that Admiral Taylor had won a victory
for Empire Free Trade. Less than a week later the
Conservatives succeeded in regaining the Shipley
division of Yorkshire from the Socialists. And so
the ding-dong struggle, waged by Mr. Chamberlain
and the Conservative Party machine, continued on
two fronts; they were engaged simultaneously in
endeavouring to retrieve lost ground from the
Socialists and to defend the unity of the Party against
internal assault. As far as Mr. Chamberlain was
concerned, he would have been better pleased if he
could have bent all his efforts to the former objective,
for loyal as he was to Mr. Baldwin, he could not but
feel an instinctive sympathy for those who wished
to make Protection the unmistakable creed of the
Conservative Party. Unfortunately, as 1930 gave
way to 1931, it began to look as if party unity was